
Speed Reduction Initiative 

For some time now the Parish Council has been aware of a number of issues 

relating to vehicles travelling at excess speed through the villages within the 

Parish boundary. This has an effect on the residents living in the village and 

other road users. Whilst the police have been visiting various sites within the 

area conducting speed enforcement, it is not possible for them to be there all the 

time. 

The Parish Council have looked at other ways to influence driver behaviour and 

have been in consultation with the County Council and surrounding Parish 

Councils to see what can be done to tackle the problem. With the help of 

Ilchester Parish Council we have been able to hire from them a Speed Indicator 

Device (SID), which some of you may have seen appearing around the Parish. 

This device measures and records the speed of approaching vehicles and 

displays a speed and a green, happy face if the vehicle is below the posted 

speed limit, or a red, sad face and speed if it is above the speed limit. This does 

have a effect on driver behaviour and provides a reminder that you may have 

strayed over the speed limit. 

In March 2021 the SID was sited in the 30mph section of road in Podimore as 

vehicles enter the village from the A303 slip road (travelling west). It was in 

place for 8 days and recorded a total of 1881 vehicles passing through the 

village in that direction. Of those vehicles, 84.3% were exceeding the 30mph 

speed limit with the highest speed being recorded at 65mph between 8 and 

9am! 

In April 2021 the SID was sited in Bridgehampton within the 30mph speed limit, 

detecting vehicles travelling from Stockwich Cross towards Queen Camel. It was 

in place for 7 days and recorded 2837 vehicles passing through. Of these 

vehicles, 74.7% were exceeding the speed limit; the highest speed was 58mph 

between 6 and 7pm.  

A snapshot showing the summary of the data recorded for both sites is shown 

below. I am sure that most people would agree that excessive speed in 



residential areas is not only anti-social but also dangerous for the residents that 

live there and other road users. Due to the rural environment around us, we 

have a fairly high proportion of horse riders and cyclists using our roads, so we 

must all take extra care when out and about. Reducing your speed only takes a  

small effort of concentration and is better for the environment, your wallet and 

the wear and tear on your car. It is up to all of us to help make a difference. 




